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MEDIA RELEASE
June 6, 1986
UM TO HONOR S IX  FACULTY MEMBERS 
M ISSOULA —
Six University of Montana faculty members will be honored 
at commencement June 15.
They are David E. Bilderback, UM professor of botany and 
chairman of the botany department; Thomas M. Roy, professor of 
social work and director of UM's environmental studies program; 
Marlene S. Bachmann, associate professor of home economics;
Ronald F. Perrin, professor of political science; Albert 
Borgmann, professor of philosophy; and Jesse Bier, professor of 
English.
Bier will receive the $1,000 Distinguished Scholar Award.
He was selected by UM's Research and Creative Activities 
Committee on criteria including basic and applied research, the 
quality and number of publications and honors, awards and 
published comments on the validity and importance of scholarship.
Jesse Bier holds a master's and a doctorate from Princeton 
University and a bachelor's from Bucknell University. He taught 
at Buckenell, Princeton and the University of Colorado before 
joining UM's staff in 1955.
A noted expert in American humor and studies of humor,
Bier's 1968 book, "The Rise and Fall of American Humor," has long
been regarded as one of the most definitive and important
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critiques in the field. Bier has authored numerous short 
stories, articles, prose and poetry as well as two novels, "Trial 
at Bannock," and "Year of the Cougar." He has served on UM's 
Collective Bargaining Council, the Canadian Studies Committee and 
the Film Committee.
Borgmann and Perrin will each receive a $1,000 
Distinguished Teaching Award. They were selected by the Faculty 
Development Committee from campus-wide nominations.
Borgmann, a philosopher known for his studies on the 
effects of technology and science on society, has been a UM 
faculty member since 1970. He received his doctorate in 
philosophy from the University of Munich in 1963. In October, 
1985, he was awarded a Burlington Northern Foundation Faculty 
Achievement Award for his book, "Technology and the Character of 
Contemporary Life," published in 1984.
Perrin, who specializes in German idealism, Marxism and 
20th century continental philosophy, joined the UM faculty in 
1972 after several years with Montana State University in 
Bozeman. Perrin received his doctorate in philosophy from the 
University of California at San Diego. He has been the recipient 
of two Woodrow Wilson Fellowships.
Bilderback, Roy and Bachmann will each receive a $1,000 
Distinguished Service Award. They were selected by the Faculty 
Development Committee from nominations from the university and 
the general public. The service award recognizes professional
more
\
and public service to the campus, community, state and/or nation.
Bilderback, a botanist, joined the UM faculty in 1972, 
after teaching at the University of Oregon and the University of 
California at Los Angeles. He holds a doctorate in botany from 
the University of Oregon. He has served on numerous councils and 
committees in his professional field; is immediate past chairman 
of UM's Faculty Senate; was a strategic planner for former UM 
President Neil Bucklew; and has given time and effort to 
committees and councils within the university and the botany 
department.
Roy, a sociologist widely known for his commitment to youth 
and his concern with environmental studies, joined UM's faculty 
in 1974. He holds a master's in social service administration 
from the University of Chicago. Roy is Chairman of the Faculty 
Senate and has served on the University Planning Council. His 
community service includes Friends to Youth Inc. and Missoula 
Youth Homes Inc., as well as the Missoula Family YMCA and the 
Montana Environmental Quality Council. He regularly provides 
consulting and lectures on a free basis to local and state-wide 
groups.
Bachmann, a home economist specializing in family 
management, joined the UM faculty in 1975. She received both her 
bachelor's and master's degrees from the University of Nebraska. 
At the university level her service has included work with the 






Standards Committee. She has also given several Continuing 
Education workshops, worked on the home economics Faculty 
Evaluation Committee, and been coordinator for UM’s United Way 
Fund Drive. Her extensive community work has included Missoula 
County 4-H, the Missoula Agency for Aging and the Missoula County 
Extension Service.
The honorees were recognized at a special luncheon given at 
the President's home last Friday. Bill Zader, executive director 
of the UM Foundation, which provides the $1,000 honoraria for the 
awards, gave each of the winners a plaque. The award funds were 
raised by the foundation, he said, to "recognize the greatest 
achievers of the university and to express the appreciation of 
the foundation for those who have made the greatest contributions 
to the intellectual life of our community."
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